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Abstract:

Kala-azar (visceral leishmaniasis) is a
systemic protozoan disease that is transmitted
by phlebotomine sandflies. Early and
accurate diagnosis and treatment remain
key components of Kala-azar control. As
the clinical presentation of Kala-azar lacks
specificity, confirmatory tests are required
to decide which patients should be treated.
Such tests should be highly sensitive957.«) ) as
Kala-azar is a fatal condition, but also highly
specific because the current drugs used to
treat Kala-azar are toxic. Ideally, a test should
be able to make the distinction between acute
disease and asymptomatic infection, because
none of the drugs currently available is safe
enough to treat asymptomatic infections.
Moreover, such tests should be simple and
affordable. In addition to improved diagnostic
tests, accurate and simple tests are needed to

identify treatment failures.
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