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Various noninvasive tests, with various specificities and sensitivities, are available for the
diagnosis of leishmaniasis; however, none have become popular in areas of endemicity, they also
are expensive, require skilled personnel and expensive equipment. Parasite diagnosis by biopsy
of spleen and bone narrow remains the “gold standard” with its usual limitations. It seems that
if Antigen preparation is provided in optimal procedure, DAT serological method is applicable
and available in field condition. The rK39 strip test has the potential to be used for diagnosis of
VL under field conditions. Other tests, which are likely candidates for diagnosis and prognosis of
leishmaniasis in the future, are KATEX and a field-adaptable version of PCR, which would be
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simple, inexpensive, and easily available.
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